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heaven, have taken up the sword, even to the shedding
of human blood, inciting men to slay each other, invoking
evil spirits to delude them, and stubbornly and most
blasphemously imputing these sins to Almighty God. I
confess to the sin of sedition, to the sin of idolatry, to the
sin of disobedience, to the sin of pride, and to the sin of
heresy. All of which sins I now renounce and abjure and
depart from* humbly thanking you Doctors and Masters
who have brought me back to the truth and into the grace
of our Lord. And I will never return to my errors, but will
remain in communion with our Holy Church and in
obedience to our Holy Father the Pope of Rome. All this I
swear by God Almighty and the Holy Gospels, in witness
whereto I sign my name to this recantation/*
the inquisitor. You understand this, Joan ?
joan [listless] It is plain enough, sir,
the inquisitor, And it is true ?
joan. It may be true. If it were not true, the fire would
not be ready for me in the market-place*
ladvenu [taking up his pen and a book, and going to her
quickly lest she should compromise herself again] Come,
child : let me guide your hand. Take the pen. [She does
so ;, and they begin to write, using the book as a desk]
J.E.H.A.N.E. So, Now make your mark by yourself.
joan [makes her mark, and gives him back the pen,
tormented by the rebellion of her soul against her mind and
body] There!
ladvenu [replacing the pen on the tabley and handing the
recantation to Cauchon with a reverence] Praise be to God,
my brothers, the lamb has returned to the flock; and the
shepherd rejoices in her more than in ninety and nine just
persons. [He returns to his seat].
the inquisitor [taking the paper from Cauchon] We
declare thee by this act set free from the danger of excom-
munication in which thou stoodest [He throws the paper
down to the table].

